Effects of methylphenidate on schedule dependent and schedule induced behavior.
The effects of methylphenidate, 1.5, 3.0, 6.0 and 12.0 mg/kg, on lever pressing, schedule induced licking, and drinking were studied. The generator schedule was a fixed interval 1 min food reinforcement schedule. The effects were assessed when animals were reduced to 80% body weight by partial food deprivation and when allowed to recover body weight under conditions of ad lib eating. Results indicate that under body weight conditions methylphenidate significantly decreases schedule induced licking and drinking but does not affect lever pressing.